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•fv Press has recently issued a work, 
The Cambridge Uiyversi y entitled The Life and 

the need of which ha g ^ ^ biography 

Ramins of Qutck, wr ^.^ich have been published 

of Quick will rank vvi Thomas and Matthew 

during the past eightee 

Arw/d?, by Sir J y^ree biographies of school- 

is'familiar to us by his Edtuaitonal Reformers, 
masters y history of education which deserves 

rr:;:;an “hit: ™s 

present volume is well fitted to stand cheek-by-,owl with 
L author's own work. Mr. .Storr, who has done h.s work 
thoroughly, has had a difficult task to construct a readable 
biography from the vast amount of material at his disposal. 
“ The materials from which I have drawn, he says, consist 
of forty note-books of various dimensions, a life record 
extending over more than a quarter of a century. Ihese, 
if printed in extenso, would make on a rough estimate 
ten or eleven volumes of the same size as this one. It is a 
conscientious work throughout, and, although written 
purposely for those engaged in the teaching profession, 
there is much of interest to those outside the nrofession. 


Quick’s Life. 

Robert Hebert Quick was born in London on September 
30th, 1831. His early childhood was uneventful, except as 
showing special traits in his character. He went to a private 
sc ool for a time, and thence in 1846 proceeded to Harro^' ' 
nfortunately, owing to ill-health. Quick did not stay here 
wh^ ^ entered Trinity College, Cambridge, 

e ground away with a stubborn conscientiousness 
UniveKhy”prefs"'”**"”^ ^ ‘ Published by the Cambridge 
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a^dTe'ssTa^:.” Ve^tad 

and a keen appreciation of literary stvl'e"U°’,i/ 

and Faust were as keenly roll n f u ^ ^tsauthrope 

and Shakespeare. OuTckLvff Hilton 

Optime in the Mathematical Li7os°of^“8s4"‘‘®'i,“ 

an “additional unpaid curate" tolt. LirS Whltrch"' T 
Four years later he gave up his mr.. . ’ Whitechapel. 

for Germany “to do somethino- 'hL ‘>'ouie 

May of the^same year^;rttk^"hiTr” 
Grammar School, which post "^^stership m Lancaster 

visit to German'y, and" o"„“‘hL^ rru^nTe^tcepferr 

mathematical mastership at Guildford Cr 

where he remained till i860 Grammar School, 

A description of his school experiences, in his own words 
will find an echo in many hearts to-day What then has 

at^T ^ school experiences? One thing 

least has made itself clear, that such a life as a school 

routlre" irresistibly into a life of merest 

routine. This I found to be the case, whether I had much 

to do or little. After a day's work, there is little energy 
or inclination for anything but the merest amusements. 
Moreover, the employment of school teaching keeps the 
mind constantly engaged in small matters, small points of 
discipline, small correction of faults.” 

Here is a typical example of the teaching given in Quick’s 
days quoted from his own diary Having had to take 
two forms of over thirty boys each in Geography I am nearly 
rabid. They had learnt all the English countries with their 
county towns, and the rivers on which these lie. . . . 
We cry up our business, and insist on the importance of 
education, and then w'hen boys are entrusted to us we 
compel them to cram lists of useless words and call that 
education ! ” Happily, so far as Elementary Education is 
concerned to-day, these methods, under more auspicious 
circumstances, have vanished into oblivion. He took posts 
successfully at Hurstpierpoint and Cranleigh, and finally 
Harrow. During the interval which elapsed from the 
time he left Cranleigh to take up his appointment at Harrow, 
he wrote his Essays on Educational Reformers. He found 
that the best educational works were written in German, 
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he utilized the 

Having a from a study of German Padagogik 

m formation ""chars. For a time the book was a 

or the baneiit of wa popularity and success. 


In 1869 


QUICK'S life at harrow. 

V no his appointment at Harrow, where 
X.. . ^°°cful but he constantly grumbled at the 

he was fairly succes , j^^rrow life,” says his biographer 

methods adopted. diaries will show, did not fulfil 

“as the extract ro^^ handicapped in his work by 

his expectations. ^ consequence, subject to fits 

chronic headac es, > naturally a slow worker, 

of mental ^ which is the lot of Harrow and Eton 

andtheincessant^gnu^^^^^^^^ He is always complaining, 

rtS'To wtat he will, he cannot get abreast of his work." 
A day's work at Harrow was by no means an easy one as 
the following time table shows Down at six. Worked 
at Prendergast and French construing till school at 7 30. 
Breakfast 9.15 to 9.45* Then maps, exerases, &c., till 

12 o’clock school. From i to 1.45 lunch. From 1.45 to 3 
prepare French construing, and compose German exercise. 
From 3 to 4.30 in school. 4.30-5.30 looking over exercises. 
5.50-6.30 Cffisar lesson. 8 to 10.30 looking over German 
exercise.” A day of thirteen hours' continuous work. 

Once or twice Quick endeavoured to carry on a schoo 
according to his own ideas and methods, but they resulte 
in complete failure. In 1879 he was appointed by the 
Senate of the University of Cambridge to give lectures 
on the History of Education. At the first lecture 100 
present, of whom nearly 90 were women. This num 
gradually diminished, owing to a lack of interest lU 

ftHlir.a ti nn 


His Leisukk Time. 

In 1879 Quick edited Locke’s Thoughts Concerning Educatto^h^ 

for the Pitt Press Syndicate. The book was well 
of copious notes, together with a succinct life of 
He accepted a living in 1883 at Sedbergh in Vor s 
but only remained there four years. Quick finally se 
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Storr. At Redhill he brouLrn . Mr. 

edited MulcasU*Xw°"a;i 
wrote several articles to the journal nf Pn. / ’ 

«udy walls were lined with books from the'floor trehTceiling 

a”nd Lt r: sfr boi!;^ 

TT^ r . r nooks, pamphlets, and reviews ” 

He was fond of reading Manning’s Sermons m!o 1 T 
Carlyle Helps, Lamb, and Matthew ArnorTieuriat^; 
were the most lasting friendships." Quick died from 
spinal apoplexy in the house of Professor Seelev 
The life of Quick in the volume before 7s' occupies a 
hundred odd pages, the remaining portion of the work 
be.ng devoted to extracts from Quick's note-books. These 
extracts, wh.ch occupy four hundred pages, contain Quick'S 
opinion on every conceivable topic: elementary education 
examinations, school wrinkles, child nature, training- of 
teachers, memory, preaching and lecturing, criticism of 

interesting sections in the 
whole book is that dealing with Quick’s two children, Dora 
and Oliver. His extremely close observations on child 
nature are almost unique. In his descriptions we see the 
father, and at the same time the student. Although not 
psychological, these notices are given from a human stand- 
point. Parez, Preyer, and Sully have given us valuable 
contributions on child life, but information on this topic 
is as a rule scarce and unreliable. 


Miscellaneous Remarks, 

Quick, having paid visits to many schools in England, 
in France, in Brussels, and in Germany, has given us some 
notable descriptions of the educational methods in vogue 
at that time in these countries. They form very interesting 
reading, especially when compared with the educational 
methods adopted in England. That Quick did not believe in 
mere instruction is evident from the following remark : “ The 
life of education does not consist in the list of subjects, 
nor in the stages into which each subject is divided. It 
consists in a great mea.sure in the action of the intelligent 
mind of the teacher on the minds of the taught, awakening 
their intelligence, and rendering them capable of thinking 
and acting for themselves.” 
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TT^hies ^ H together, both for comparison 

The b»og P jj be rea educationists, both wrote 

and 3oth were e contributed to numerous 

,„d contrast education ana 

a ^ ' etc., and both P^ ^ ^fg from chronic head- 
gTaiZugX Quick ndency which is so apparent 

, ’ ,ve do not see tn remembered that 

rihring-s diucy- a°;*; d’u^ ,o financial difficulties. 
Ihring's ausponfuj nothtng to be desired, 

This biography - ^^ibig within the brief limits of an 
and although it n> ^ ^ gf this description, so well 

article to do information, nevertheless we hope 

written, and so brim means of causing many 

this succinct book— a task full of enjoyment 

:-:riCrer.o cover. 








empire day. May zird, 1899 

By airs. G. Gwyn, Ontario, Canada. 

The principle of setting apart certain days for nartiml 
purposes is as old as creation itself. The OueL's biribH 
May nth, has for utany years been our JpHnrh iX aTd 
we really need it ; after the cold discomforts and isoM^rof 
the winter, all look forward to it, and the children ha“ a 
rhyme which expresses their ideas on the subject- 

“ The twenty-fourth of May is the Queen’s birthday 
If you don t give us a holiday we’ll all run away ’’’ 

We know that this day cannot always be the birthday of the 
re.gmng Sovereign, and it was thought if „e could cLb ne 
the feelings of loyalty and patriotism with our holiday it 
naight be a more lasting arrangement, so it was arranged 
that part of the celebrations of the Queen's birthday should 
be held in the schools, and that it should be called Empire 
Day. hor weeks beforehand, the children in our public 
schools practised national and patriotic songs, and on the 
morning of the day the room in which the exercises were 
to be held was decorated with flags and maple leaves, our 
Canadian emblem. The children prepared and read short 
bright papers on all the countries under British government, 
and thus learnt and thought of many places and people of 
which they might otherwise have remained ignorant. The 
children also drew from memory, some of them very well, 
maps showing all the Queen’s dominions, and they found it 
quite an interesting lesson. Gentlemen who were interested 
in the subject gave loyal and stirring addresses, and spoke of 
how thankful we should be to be part of so great an Empire, 
and of how every one, whatever his or her business, may be 
truly an Empire builder, if only the work is done thoroughly 
and well, for “ righteousness exalteth a nation.” 

This short account from one of the Colonies it was thought, 
alight interest the readers of the Parents’ Review, as it was 
certainly in the highest degree educative, drawing' out good 
and unselfish feelings. We believe that at the present moment 
there is no sentiment more widely felt than personal love and 
loyalty to Victoria, our gracious Queen. What other feeling 
could have possessed the hearts of so many millions of divers 
people at the time of the Queen’s Jubilee ? 


